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EDITORIAL: WHAT IS JUST TAXATION? Richard S. Gilbert

(A version of this editorial was submitted as Testimony for the NYS Senate Select Committee on
Budget and Tax Reform for Interfaith Impact of NYS, of which SLD-SJC is a member)

New York State, like the rest of the country, is in fiscal crisis. To bridge the budget deficit of
over $13 billion Governor Paterson has proposed severe cuts in the areas of health and education,
among others. The Assembly has passed, with the support of religious and labor groups and their
Fair Share program, a so-called “millionaires tax,” raising the marginal tax rate on couples
making $250,000 or more. Needless to say, the proposal is controversial. What is missing in this
discussion is a moral argument for what would be a just system of taxation. What is the moral
basis for taxation that would be a fair way to support governmental services? | suggest the
following principles:

1. “Good fortune obligates.” The phrase is from Albert Schweitzer as he contemplated the
trajectory of his life from privileged preacher’s son to the mythical doctor in Africa. He believed,
as do |, that those of us who have been fortunate in securing life resources, whether it be the
result of hard work or good fortune or both, “owe the pot,” as it has been put.

2. All of us have give-back responsibility. All of us have benefited greatly from the hard work
of others — historical figures, our family and our society. This reality challenges the dogma of the
rugged individual who deserves everything he/she can get as if his/her efforts alone were
responsible. We always depend on others.

3. How much is enough? When CEQ’s, sports personalities, entertainers and others command
salaries in seven figures and more while many work full-time and yet live in poverty, there is a
violation of the covenant of shared responsibility for the common good.

4. In a competitive society, what do we do with the losers? If we accept competition then we
must allocate resources not only to the “winners,” but also to those who cannot compete as well.



Taxation is a public policy to level the playing field and create the conditions for a democratic
society. Dramatically unequal societies have a poor track record.

5. “Taxes are the price we pay for civilization” (Oliver Wendell Holmes). They are a down
payment of our investment in the common good. Those with extensive resources should expect
to pay their fair share. Taxation is not a punishment but a privilege of citizenship.

6. What is a “fair share”? While there is no objective measure of “fair,” the concept of
progressive taxation exacts a proportional share from those who bear the burden of society’s
costs. Tax rates should be based on the ability to pay. While the affluent pay a high percentage of
the income tax, when all other taxes are considered, rich and poor pay at a similar rate. See tax
expert David Cay Johnston in his book "Perfectly Legal." According to him the poorest first pay
17% of their income in taxes, while the richest fifth pay 18%. That 17% impacts the poor more
powerfully as it cuts into basic necessities of life; the 18% the wealthiest pay merely impacts the
superfluities of their lives.

7. Superfluity and scarcity. A proportionate ethic suggests that it is unjust for some human
beings to possess far more than is needed for a comfortable life while other equally valuable
(morally) human beings have inadequate resources for living a meaningful life.

8. Government is the leveler of the playing field. It is that democratic covenant that sets the
rules for fair play, regulates the excesses of the marketplace and provides a safety net for those
who are marginalized. Taxes are a privilege as well as a responsibility.

Interfaith Impact of New York State supports efforts to create a more just taxation system in
New York by increasing the number of tax brackets so that those earning $250,000 a year or
more would pay higher income taxes.

For a relevant video go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fH5s5nKsJY

(See also Citizen Action of NYS report “Race Matters: Impact of the 2009-2010 Executive
Budget Proposal at www.citizenactionnys.org/)

SOCIAL JUSTICE CALENDAR 2009

March 21-24: Sexuality Education Advocacy Training in Washington, DC. For information go
to www.uua.org/SEAT. See the letter from religious leaders at http://www.religiousinstitute.org

March 22: Interfaith Impact of NYS Forum in Rochester — “Ignorance is Bliss? Religion, Sex
Education, and the Legislature: A Discussion of the Healthy Teens Act” SEE END OF
NEWSLETTER

March 29: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee Sunday celebrating the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights — 60 Years of Justice. www.uusc.org/justicesunday




March 29: Congressional Town Hall Meeting on HR676. Westminster Presbyterian Church,
262 State Street in Albany with Congressman John Conyers, author of HR676 — also known as
“Medicare for All Bill.” Call 518-434-7371 or go to www.singlepayernewyork.org

April 1-5: Re-envisioning Economic Justice in the New Era (20" Anniversary Conference of
Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic Community). Rowe Camp and Conference Center.
For information call Marcia Meyers (503-665-3957) or visit web site at http://www.uujec.org.
To register go to http://www.uujec.org/register.pdf.

April 3-5: Listen, Learn, Lead: Leading Congregations into a Multiracial, Multicultural Future:
Now Is the Time” — Tulsa, Oklahoma. For information about previous conferences go to:
http://www.uua.org/events/multiracialmulticultural/index.shtml.

April 14-18: UU-United Nations Office Spring Seminar: “All in the Name of Faith: Rights,
Religion and Responsibility.” New York, New York. For adults and youth at least 14 years old.
Information at http://uu-uno.org.

April 24-26: St. Lawrence District Assembly, Albany. Social Justice Council workshop led by
Aaron Payson, “When Emergencies Happen. A Guide to Congregational Preparedness.*
Aaron Payson is Response Coordinator for The Unitarian Universalist Trauma Response
Ministry. For District Assembly information go to http://www.sld.uua.org.

April 28: Equality and Justice Day in Albany — Empire State Pride Agenda
(www.prideagenda.org/Our Programs/Equality and Justice Day/

April 29: Clergy Day in Albany, sponsored by Concerned Clergy for Choice. Rev. Steven
Baines of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice will be the keynoter. For information
please contact concernedclergy-owner@yahoogroups.com or to register dennis@fpaofnys.org.

May 11: Interfaith Impact Advocacy Day in Albany. SEE END OF NEWSLETTER

June 24-28: Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly — Salt Lake City, Utah. Go
to www.uua.org for details. The Peacemaking Statement of Conscience is on the agenda.

July 26-August 1: UULTI (Unitarian Universalist Leadership Training Institute) at Juniata
College in Pennsylvania. Go to www.sld.uua.org for details.

November 7: “Doing Justice in an Economic Tsunami” will be the theme of the 2009 St.
Lawrence District Social Justice Council annual conference at the Unitarian Universalist
Church in Amherst, Saturday, November 7. Former UUA President John Buehrens will be the
featured speaker. SEE ATTACHMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE.



NEW YORK STATE ISSUES

New Federal Welfare Funds to Help Pick Up Much of Additional Cost
Excerpted from the Hunger Action Network of NYS website: http://www.hungeractionnys.org

The Faith and Hunger Network, along with anti-poverty and human service groups (including
Interfaith Impact), has called upon state lawmakers to raise the basic welfare grant more than the
10% proposed by Governor Paterson. Paterson has proposed 10% a year for three years. The
group has been urging lawmakers to adopt the proposal to raise the welfare grant by 25% but
some lawmakers are now suggesting that in light of the recent infusion of federal welfare dollars
that they should just do the three year proposed phase-in all at once.

The state is eligible for as much as half a billion dollars in extra federal welfare dollars due to the
surge in food stamp enrollment and the recent federal economic stimulus. In addition to
approving a larger grant hike, the groups say the new federal money should be used to prevent
cuts in a variety of human service programs, including SSI, as well as increased investment in
job creation and training for welfare participants.

The basic welfare grant of $291 a month for a family of 3 has not been raised in 18 years.
Governor Paterson, when he released the state budget last November, included the three year,
10% a year hike in the basic grant that the State Assembly had included in their budget proposal
last year. Since it would not take effect until January 1, 2010, the fiscal impact in this year’s
budget is only $8 million. The overall welfare benefit package now comes to less than 50% of
the federal poverty level.

Earlier this year more than sixty faith leaders wrote to Governor Paterson urging a hike in the
welfare basic grant. “Our charitable contributions are no substitute for government action and
economic justice. It is wrong that in this, the richest nation, New York leads in the growing gap
between the poor and rich. Nothing illustrates that gap better than the decline in value of welfare
benefits. An entire generation of children has grown up since the last increase in the basic grant
eighteen years ago; even at that point it failed to meet basic social and constitutional
responsibilities to care for the needy. We have waited more than two decades to finally see a
welfare grant hike. An extra $1 a day for a family of three after all this time just isn’t enough.
We understand that the budget is tight but with the state receiving hundreds of millions of extra
dollars for welfare programs, this is the time to give a little more. Putting money into the hands
of poor New Yorkers is also the best economic stimulus, because it gets spent immediately in the
local community on basic necessities,” stated Mark Dunlea, Executive Director of Hunger
Action Network.

A series of studies by Hunger Action Network in Buffalo, Westchester, Albany and NYC
showed that a typical shopping list of basic items covered by the basic welfare grant have grown
at a rate two to three times the cost of living since the last grant hike in 1990. The cost of living
has gone up more than 60% over the last 18 years. The recent federal economic stimulus
package allows states to spend up to $5 billion on additional TANF expenditures. It is expected
that the State will qualify for several hundred million dollars extra starting in Federal Fiscal Year
2009 due to increases in caseload, which begins this October.



The Time to Pass the Bigger Better Bottle Bill Is Now
Interfaith Impact, the League of Women Voters, among other groups, urges passage of the
Bigger Better Bottle Bill (BBBB) in the proposed state budget. A League report notes that a
return rate of 70% proves that deposits are an incentive to recycling — at a rate three or four times

that of non-deposit containers. Manufacturing and transporting bottles adds CO» to the
atmosphere, contributing to global warming. The unclaimed deposits, estimated at $258 million,
will be a continuing source of revenue for the Environmental Protection Fund that supports
projects such as open space and farmland preservation, local waste management programs, parks
and recreation, pollution prevention, and historic sites preservation to mention only a few. To
send an e-mail to your legislator click the following link:
http://capwiz.com/Iwvny/issues/alert/?alertid=12786861&type=ST

Cover the Uninsured Week March 22-28
For more information go to www.covertheuninsured.org for events in New York State.

We are also making increased use of the bulletin board on our web site,
www.interfaithimpactnys.org. There you can access up-to-the-minute information, discuss
issues, and review a calendar of opportunities for progressive advocacy. For more information
contact robb@interfaithimpactnys.org.

NATIONAL ISSUES

Let the Dialogue Begin on Afghanistan
Peace Action, funded in part by the UUA Funding Program, has begun to speak out on the
Obama administration’s policy of sending more troops to Afghanistan. To get perspective on the
issue go to their website http://www.peace-action.org/ . Among recent headlines are the
following: “Get on the Right Side of History,” “That’s Not change It’s More of the Same,”
“Shouldn’t MoveOn Oppose Obama on Afghanistan?” “Wars, Endless Wars,” “Peace Action
Speaks Out on Obama’s Plan for Irag,” and “Bring the Guard Home (It’s the Law!). This is
useful reading in preparation for General Assembly Peacemaking Statement of Conscience.

The Military Readiness Enhancement Act

From the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network — http://sldn.org
The Military Readiness Enhancement Act would repeal the discriminatory “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” statute banning open military service by lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans. An
estimated 65,000 lesbian, gay and bisexual Americans in uniform live with the threat of a career-
ending discharge under the ban. Over 12,500 Americans have been discharged under current
policy, at a monetary cost of over $363 million dollars firing desperately needed military
linguists, pilots, doctors, intelligence analysts, nurses and others with critical skills.

William Schulz on Expanding the Meaning of Human Rights
Former UUA President and former head of Amnesty International, USA, Bill Schulz has
published an article on health care as a human right in Tikkun Magazine. To access the article go
to http://files.tikkun.org/current/article.php/20081216103205827.




UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION NEWS
The UUA Washington Office for Advocacy (UUAWOA)

The March Action of the Month is Comprehensive Sex Education - coinciding with the annual
Sexuality Education and Advocacy Training, which teaches members how to be effective
advocates for comprehensive sexuality education. For more information on these Actions of the
Month, visit www.uua.org/socialjustice. UPDATE ATTACHED

“Milk” Study Guide Available
Harvey Milk was the first openly gay politician in the US. The guide was written by the Rev.
Mark Belletini. http://www.uua.org/leaders/leaderslibrary/leaderslibrary/125446.shtml.

Promoting Stewardship and Philanthropy in Children
Families, teachers and congregations who want to support a sense of stewardship in children and
youth will find useful suggestions in “Your Child’s Growth in Understanding Philanthropy” at
http://www.learningtogive.org.

Equual Access
www.equualaccess.orq is the website for a new affinity group called Equual Access, for those
interested in welcoming persons with all types of disabilities.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE CORNER
10 in 2010

Join us as we support Let Justice Roll’s fight for living
wages by promoting "*$10 in 2010," an important step
toward bringing minimum wage closer to a living wage.

A decent minimum wage can often mean the difference
between survival and hardship to millions of Americans.
Child-care providers, food-service workers, janitors, and
health aides, all working full-time at minimum wage, will earn
just $13,624 per year — a salary much too low to provide for
their own basic needs of rent, food, and heat.

usc

Is this the kind of nation we want to be, where the very people whose services we rely on daily
are trapped in a cycle of poverty? President Franklin Roosevelt and the U.S. Congress did not
think so back in 1938, during the darkest years of the Great Depression. It was then that the
federal minimum wage was created, putting a floor under workers' pay and ensuring that those at
the lowest wrung of the American economy could attain at least a minimum standard of living.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., did not think so either, when he address the U.S. Congress in
March 1966 and said: "We know of no more crucial civil rights issue facing Congress today than
the need to increase the federal minimum wage and extend its coverage. A living wage should be
the right of all working Americans."



Recent steep increases in the cost of food and fuel, plus a lack of health care coverage, have
contributed to many working families in the United States struggling to survive on wages that
have not kept up with the real cost of living.

Over the past three years, UUSC has supported and collaborated with Let Justice Roll, a
nonpartisan coalition of more than 90 faith, community, labor, and business organizations, to
conduct grassroots minimum wage and living wage campaigns at the local, state, and national
levels. Now, UUSC and the UUA are working together to engage faith and community leaders in
the $10 in 2010 campaign.

To learn more about how raising the minimum wage stimulates the economy while helping
Workers reach a minimum standard of living and how you can make a difference in the
struggle for a living wage, go to www.uusc.org and join the campaign!

Submitted by Jack Maniloff (jkmf@mail.rochester.edu), St. Lawrence District UUSC Regional
Coordinator.



Interfaith IMPACT of New York State
Presents its Annual Legislative Briefing on

Ignorance is Bliss?
Religion, Sex Education, and the Legislature
A Discussion of The Healthy Teens Act
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FEATURED SPEAKERS

Rabbi Laurence Kotok, Temple B’rith Kodesh
Jim Stewart, CEO/President Planned Parenthood
Reverend John Wilkinson, Third Presbyterian Church

Kim McLaughlin, Executive Director of NYS Student Support Services Center

Sunday, March 22, 2009 2:00 p.m.
First Universalist Church
150 S. Clinton Avenue

Free and Open to the Public For more information, call: 585.442.5111
Part of the IINYS Conscience in Public Life project funded in part by the
Fund for Unitarian Universalist Social Responsibility



Imerfaitﬁ IMPACTOf New York State

Legislative
Education &
Advocacy Day

Monday, May 11, 2009
10:00 am — 3:00 pm
Room 711A, Legislative Office Building,
Empire State Plaza, Albany NY

Never has your progressive religious voice been more
important. Join IINYS as we advocate for:

. Reproductive Freedom
. Same Sex Marriage
. Other Issues to be announced

Position papers, tips on lobbying, and information on parking will be available www.interfaithimpactnys.org
and e-mailed to participants. Advocacy packets will be available at the registration table in Room 711A of the
Legislative Office Building. Cal 518-441-3231 for more information.

Register on-line at www.interfaithimpactnys.org, e-mail
info@interfaithimpactnys.org, or send in the form below with a check for $25 for
each person registered.

Name(s):

Address:




E-Mail: Phone:

Faith: __ Protestant,  Reform Jewish, _ Unitarian Universalist, __ Other
__l'would like home hospitality for ___ person(s) if available.

$ enclosed.

Mail to Interfaith Impact, 646 State Street, Albany NY 12203.
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